CHAPTER V
THE INVASIONS OF PEOPLES FROM THE
RHINE TO THE BLACK SEA
I. THE MOVEMENTS OF THE PEOPLES ON THE
BLACK SEA, DANUBE AND RHINE
IT was not only in Europe and Asia Minor that the provinces
were swept by ever recurring waves of destructive invasion, as,
time and time again, the barriers of the Jimites gave way. Africa
and Egypt, too, suffered under the plundering raids of the neigh-
bouring peoples, though, despite considerable devastation, the
damage done by these inroads was mainly of a local character.
Again, the assaults of the New Persian Empire must definitely be
counted among the barbarian invasions. Shapur might claim to be
the heir of the great and highly-civilized empire of the Achaemenids,
but his imperialism was predatory. His savage devastations dis-
qualified him from putting himself at the head of the anti-Roman
reaction in the East; one has only to remember the case of
Mariades (p. 171). This was indeed a great piece of good fortune
for Rome. But the Persian wars have already been described;
the movements of peoples in the Danube basin must now be con-
sidered1*
Note. The excellent contemporary sources, above all Dexippus, for the
period covered by this and the following chapter are almost all lost. A com-
parison of the secondary sources shows that the more detailed Byzantine
authors (Zosimus, Zonaras, Syncellus) go back to the same sources as the
Latin compendia of the fourth century (Aurelius Victor, the Epitome de
Gaesaribus, Eutropius, Rufius Festus and the Chronicon of Jerome; further
the lives in the Historia jlugusta from Gallienus to Aurelian). The order of
events in the Byzantine authors is decisive (see, for an example, Note i
at the end of the volume). The Latin compendia have mainly been used to
check and supplement the gaps in the Byzantine writers, also the fragments
of Dexippus and Petrus Patricius, the statements of Cedrenus and other
Byzantine writers and scattered observations in Ammianus Marcellinus, and
the rest of Latin literature. The evidence of coins is most important For
these^see the bibliography, where also will be found relevant collections of
inscriptions and archaeological publications, etc For portraits of Decius and
Gallienus see Volume of Plates, v, 186, d\ 196, a, b.
1 For all detaik reference should be made to A. Alfoldi, Die Gotenbeweg-
ungm und die dufgabe der Provinz Dacien, which is to appear in a volume
entitled Die Romer in Ungarn, published by the Romisch-Germanische
Koinmission of the German Archaeological Institute.